DAVID B. McKINLEY, P.E. CHAIRMAN,

1sT DISTRICT, WEST VIRGINIA CoNGRESSIONAL CoaL Caucus
2239 RayBuURN House OFFICE BUILDING Co-CHaIR,
WasHINGTON, DC 20515 CONGRESSIONAL BUILDING TRADES CAUCUS

Fax. 20 225580 Congress of the United States

www.mckinley.house.gov

;901152 Uf RBptBﬁBntatl’h Bﬁ CONGRESSIONAL $8LJE:A(I;:ALLENGE Caucus
COMMITTEE ON
ENERGY AND COMMERCE Co-CHAIR,
HIGH PERFORMANCE BuiLDINGS Caucus
SUBCOMMITTEE ON
ENVIRONMENT Co-CHar
SUBCOMMITTEE ON CoNGRessIONAL HEARING HEALTH CAucus
ENERGH Co-CHaR

SUBCOMMITTEE ON CONGRESSIONAL PENSION PROTECTION CAUCUS

OVERSIGHT & INVESTIGATION
November 23, 2021

The Honorable Alejandro Mayorkas
Secretary of Homeland Security
3801 Nebraska Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20528

Dear Secretary Mayorkas,

On Sept. 9, 2021 President Biden declared that all companies with more than 100 employees
would be required to have all employees vaccinated by January 4, 2022 or be forced to lay off
unvaccinated staff or face a fine of up to $14,000 per case'. This mandate extended to all federal
workers, our military, healthcare worker, and federal contractors. However, the Biden
Administration has failed to address the surge of migrants at our southern border. These illegal
immigrants are allowed to enter the country without being vaccinated while hardworking men
and women, who provide the majority of the taxable income in this country, are being laid off.

Furthermore, on October 25, 2021, President Biden announced new testing and vaccination
requirements for travelers entering the United States?. The Administration’s double standard for
travelers going through proper channels to enter this country is unacceptable.

This past year, between February 1, 2021, and September 30, 2021, over 1.4 million migrants
were encountered illegally crossing the southern border by U.S. Customs and Border Protection
(CBP)*. Due to the Administration’s ill-advised border policies, it has been reported that
thousands of COVID-positive illegal migrants have been released into border towns throughout
the country. This was verified during a House Homeland Security Committee hearing in March
when Secretary Mayorkas admitted there were “instances” in which illegal immigrants were
released into the country — without being tested.*
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In September, the DHS’s Office of Inspector General (OIG) released a report highlighting how
“CBP does not conduct COVID19 testing for migrants who enter CBP custody and is not
required to do so.”> The OIG report goes on to state “without stronger COVID19 prevention
measures in place, the Department of Homeland Security is putting its workforce, support staff,
communities, and migrants at greater risk of contracting the virus.”

While I am against vaccine mandates, we must do everything we can to reduce the spread of
COVID19, the double standard at the southern border must be removed. CBP officers should not
be losing their jobs over vaccination status while illegal immigrants are allowed to enter this
country without being vaccinated or tested for COVID19. As your agency has been tasked with
overseeing the scourge at the southern border, I request immediate action be taken to solve the
vaccination problem.

Thank you for your prompt attention to these matters. Should you have any questions please
reach out to Allie Hildebrand of my staff at allie.hildebrand@mail.house.gov.

Sincerely,

L . m7

David B. McKinley P.E.
Member of Congress

*Department of Homeland Security Office of Inspector General, “DHS Needs to Enhance Its COVID-19 Response at
the Southwest Border,” web, 10 September 2021, accessed 28 October 2021,
https://www.oig.dhs.gov/sites/default/files/assets/2021-09/01G-21-60- Sep21.pdf.



